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Skeletons
Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition 

1. Vertebrate Animals with backbones

2. Invertebrate Animals without backbones

3. Exoskeleton A skeleton on the outside of 
the body that supports and 
protects it

4. Endoskeleton A skeleton on the inside of the 
body that supports and 
protects it 

5. Hydrostatic 
skeleton

A skeleton made up of a fluid-
filled compartment in the body 
called a coelom, mainly found 
in softbodied animals

6. Muscles Soft tissues in the body that 
contract and relax to cause 
movement

7. Nutrients Substances that living things 
need to stay alive and healthy

8. Energy Strength to be able to move 
and grow

Food Groups

Vertebrates and Invertebrates

Skeletons do three important jobs

protect organs inside the body
allow movement
support the body and stop it from falling on the floor.


