
Measures – Length and Perimeter
Equivalent Measures 

Perimeter

Y3 Mathematics

Vocabulary

centimeter

cm

A measure of 
length
(approximately 
the width of a 
fingernail)

meter

m

A measure of 
length (a guitar is 
approximately 
1m in length)

millimeter

mm

A measure of 
length 
(approximately 
the thickness of a 
piece of card)

length How long, how 
tall or how far 
apart things are

width The distance
from side to side

height The distance 
from the base to
the top

distance A measure of 
how far objects
are apart

perimeter The distance 
around a 2D 
shape

30mm = 3cm
100mm = 10cm

500cm = 5m
900cm = 9m

5mm 5cm

5cm

2cm

Perimeter =
4cm + 4cm + 4cm + 4cm
= 16cm

3cm

Perimeter =
3cm x 5 sides 
= 15cm

4cm

Perimeter =
5cm + 2cm  
+ 5 cm + 2cm 
= 15cm
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