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THE POWER OF READING

Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one of the 
most powerful ways of impacting on academic standards in 
school.

Becoming a truly independent reader can improve your child’s 
chances in school and beyond in the wider world. 

Reading is all about acquiring meaning; for enjoyment, 
information and understanding.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reading expands vocabulary- improving confidence and understanding of the text they are reading. 
Sharpens memory- Exercising the brain. 
Improves theory of mind- so developing an understanding of different perspective, understanding emotions etc. 


Reading links to everyday life- sending an email, reading at university- reading is everywhere!

Reading enhances imagination- entertaining and enjoyment, for learning new concepts and information about a topic etc. 



PUPIL CENTRED, POSITIVE AND PROFESSIONAL

WHAT IS READING?

Phonics and Word 
Recognition

The ability to recognise 
words presented in and 

out of context.
The ability to blend

letter sounds 
(phonemes) together to 

read words.

Understanding

The ability to understand the 
meaning of the words and 

sentences in a text.

The ability to understand the 
ideas, information and themes in 

a text.

If a child understands what they 
hear, they will understand the 
same information when they 

read.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teach 2 main areas
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WHAT READING LOOKS LIKE AT HALLAM FIELDS…

• Little Wandle phonics lessons. 

• From Y3-Y6 children have Whole Class Reading lessons linked to 
VIPERS.

• Focused reading activities across the curriculum in foundation 
subjects e.g. History, Geography. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based for EYFS and Y1- some year 2’s may receive phonics if needed- short intervention. 

Vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and summary. 

Cross curricular reading to learn new concepts in foundation subjects….

Class novels are read to the children daily.

English texts are linked to the topic, so children can make links between subjects. 
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WHOLE CLASS READING - VIPERS

VIPERS whole class reading lessons focus on the following skills…
Vocabulary
Inference
Prediction

Explanation 
Retrieval

Summarise / Sequence 
The children read an extract and then answer around 5 retrieval questions 
called ‘quick start’ questions designed to get them familiar with the text they 
are reading and allows children practise retrieval questions on a regular basis.

Part of the lesson is a vocabulary check, covering words they need to know the 
meaning of. This allows children to access and understand the text they are 
reading.
Children also have a partner talk question, an individual thinking question and a 
solo task question. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Y2 on wards received whole class reading lessons. 

The extracts- recommended- year group
I, We, You. 
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WHOLE CLASS READING - VOCABULARY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Understanding that there are many synonyms for words. 
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WHOLE CLASS READING - INFERENCE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reading between the lines, using clues to help answer a question.
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WHOLE CLASS READING - PREDICTION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A sensible guess, children use what they already know from the text to predict.
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WHOLE CLASS READING - EXPLANATION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Children are encouraged to explain, preferences, thoughts and opinions about the text. As they get older…



PUPIL CENTRED, POSITIVE AND PROFESSIONAL

WHOLE CLASS READING - RETRIEVAL

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finding and recording answer. The challenge can lie in children needing to find the answer back in their text. Skimming, initial sounds is used to help them search for key words to answer questions. 
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WHOLE CLASS READING - SUMMARISING

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Taught, recapping events, putting them in order, or summing them up.  Younger children the ability to retell from their head is an important step. 
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WHAT READING LOOKS LIKE AT HALLAM FIELDS…

• Listening to children read regularly.

• The children can take home a book that is appropriate for their level 
(coloured book band) and a ‘reading for pleasure’ book which is 
intended to be read to them with an adult.

• Class novels and stories read by the class teacher. Sharing their love of 
reading.

• Within English lessons, there is a core text each term that is focussed on.

• Book Club- Children can share their recommended reads with the
class. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based for EYFS and Y1- some year 2’s may receive phonics if needed- short intervention. 

Vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and summary. 

Cross curricular reading to learn new concepts in foundation subjects….

Class novels are read to the children daily.

English texts are linked to the topic, so children can make links between subjects. 
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Year 2                       Year 3                            Year 4                          Year 5          Year 6 

CLASS STORY TIME

This is so children get exposed to texts that they wouldn’t normally be able to access.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Earlier on I mentioned class novels… here are a few. 
Not normally access- have a wide range of words in the text to enrich our children vocabulary. Allows children to encounter new words. 
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WHAT READING LOOKS LIKE AT HALLAM FIELDS…

Books: From Year 2 to Year 6 children are given 
individual reading books from the UK book banded 
system. Please see below the colour banded system. 
Children also take home a reading for pleasure book. 
All reading for pleasure books are labelled with a gold 
star and for children, parents/ carers to enjoy and share 
with their child at home.

We ask that children read three times a week at home. 
Please record this in reading records.
If children have read three times or more, they are 
entered into a reading raffle on Friday. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lots of different colours but let's make it clear. 
We have phonics books which have the RWI logo on- EYFS and Y1, Chn in year 2, first 6 weeks, boost. 
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READING AT HOME

Children should be reading at home every day with an adult. 

If children are on books with a colour band this would be their reading 
books. They need to be able to read every word in a book for fluency. 
The children have been given a book appropriate to their reading level. 

If children are a free reader, they do not have to read a book with a 
colour band. They could choose a different text type to read –
newspapers, magazines, leaflets etc.

The expectation is that reading records should be written in when a child 
has read. Whether this is the child when they have read independently 
or, when an adult has read with their child. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They can choose a text that they would like to read- we have a wide variety in school. But children can also choose a book from home to read if they prefer. This is why they are a free reader- this is expected from Y4 onwards. 

Date, short note. 
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WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS STUCK?

• Use phonics first. What sound does the word begin with? 
Can you say the sounds in the word? Blend them 
together.

• Read to the end of the sentence. What would make 
sense?

• What is the text about – what might fit here?
• Does it sound right?
• Look at the picture. Does it help?
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HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD AT HOME

When reading with your child at home you can help them by asking 
questions about the book.

Questions based on the reading skills will help with their fluency and 
comprehension of the text they are reading.

Vocabulary
Inference
Prediction

Explanation 
Retrieval

Summarise / Sequence 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A copy of these style questions will be added to the reading a phonics page on our website.
Help and guide when you're reading. 
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HEARING YOUR CHILD READ AT HOME

Listening to your child read daily is important. 

As part of your home learning. Please listen to your child 
read a minimum of 3 times a week. 

Please record this in your reading record so teachers can 
see that your child has read this week!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
However, we understand time to complete this can be difficult.  So…
Record, date, name of book and any notes you wish to share with your teacher about your children reading.
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ANY QUESTIONS?
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